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 Change of Status 
There are two ways to change to F-1/J-1 or F-2/J-2 status.  Once you decide which option 

you will choose, you must continue with this option.  You cannot change your mind once 

you have received your I-20/DS-2019.  

 

Option 1: Travel and Reentry: Leave the US, apply for an F-1/J-1/F-2/J-2 visa at a US 

consulate, and reenter the US on F/J status.  (There are no US consulates in the US.) Note 

that you can only reenter the country 30 days before the start of your F/J status. 

-or- 

Option 2: Change of Status: Change your status in the US through USCIS without 

obtaining a new visa.  (You will need to obtain a visa at a US consulate abroad the next 

time you leave the US).  This option can take 3-9 months.  Note that your application will 

be denied if the start date of your program (typically the semester start date) will be more 

than 30 days after your current status expires. You cannot choose this option if you: 

 are on C, D, K, or M status 

 entered the US on a Visa-Waiver 

 are on J-1 or J-2 status and are subject to the two-year residency requirement 

 are on B-1/B-2 status and cannot prove that you decided to study after entering the US 

Step 1: Request an I-20/DS-2019.  

 If you will Travel and Reenter, request an Initial I-20/ DS-2019.   

 If you will Change your Status in the US, request an Initial I-20/DS-2019 for Change 

of Status 

 You must provide proof of finances.  Review the Estimated Cost of Attendance 

handout and the Financial Documentation handout for more information. 

Step 2: Pay the SEVIS fee.   

 Those changing to F-2/J-2 may skip this step. 

 See the ISS website for information on paying the SEVIS fee: 

http://www.widener.edu/campus_life/resources/intl/visa.aspx 

Step 3: Change your status. 

 If you will Travel and Reenter, consult the page linked above for details. 

 If you will Change your Status in the US, please see page two for the required 

documents. ISS will review your application before submission. 

Step 4: Provide ISS with proof of your new status. 

Bring copies of your new status to ISS for review: 

 Travel and Reentry: F-1/J-1/F-2/J-2 visa, port of entry stamp and I-94. 

 Change of Status: I-797 approval notice with I-94 attachment. 

http://www.widener.edu/campus_life/resources/intl/visa.aspx
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Change of Status Application Form 

 Complete form I-539 at http://www.uscis.gov/i-539 (must be typed). 

 Write a check for the filing fee of $290 (except for certain A/ G non-immigrants), 

make the check or money order payable to U.S. Department of Homeland Security. 

 Also complete the G-1145 form to accept electronic notification that your application 

has been received: http://www.uscis.gov/g-1145 (must be typed). 

Financial Documents 

 Include copies of the documents you submitted in order to request your I-20 [Review 

handout “request for immigration document” & “financial document” under pre-

arrival and orientation folder at ISS committee page]. 

 Include a copy of the SEVIS I-901 fee payment (except F-2s).   

Correspondence 

 Submit a letter indicating why you want to change to F-1/J-1/F-2/J-2 status. 

 If you have any other relevant correspondence, you may also include it.   

Family Relationship 

 If you are applying for F-2/J-2 status, or are including dependents in this application, 

you should provide copies of marriage certificates and/or birth/adoption certificates as 

relevant to prove the relationship between the primary (F-1/J-1) and dependent (F-2/J-

2) applicant(s). 

 If you were on a dependent visa but have divorced the primary visa holder, you should 

include a copy of the divorce certificate. 

Identity 

 Although many documents are acceptable for this section, ISS recommends that you 

submit the biographical page of your passport. Make sure the photo is clear. 

Immigration Status 

 Copy of new I-20/DS-2019. 

 Copy of I-94 print out: www.cbp.gov/i94. 

 Copy of port of entry stamp in passport. 

 Copy of visa. 

 Copy of other immigration documents (I-797 notices, all I-20s, all DS-2019s, etc.)  

 Transcript/enrollment verification or admission letter for new students. 

 Proof of maintaining current status such as copies of the primary’s immigration 

documents, pay stubs/employer letter for H-1B holders, etc. 

After all the documents have been collected, make an appointment with ISS to 

review your application. 

http://www.uscis.gov/i-539
http://www.uscis.gov/g-1145
http://www.cbp.gov/i94
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How to mail your application 

If you live in:  

Alabama, Arkansas, Connecticut, Delaware, District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, 

Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, 

New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Oklahoma, Puerto 

Rico, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Texas, Vermont, Virginia, 

U.S. Virgin Islands, or West Virginia 

 

Mail to: 

 

USCIS Vermont Service Center 

ATTN: I-539 

75 Lower Welden Street 

St. Albans, VT 05479 

 

 A certified mail service is recommended   

 A receipt notification should arrive within 3 weeks with tracking information, the 

status of application could be found at www.uscis.gov 

 Respond promptly to any requests for additional information from USCIS. 

 Make an appointment with ISS immediately when receive a “Blue Letter” from 

USCIS. A blue letter could mean request for evidence for your application.  

 

 

http://www.uscis.gov/

