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Author - Title  – Subject - Synopsis  

Baldacci, David – Redemption – “Memory Man Series,” Suspense Detective Fiction, False 
Imprisonment Fiction - Detective Amos Decker discovers that a mistake he made as a rookie detective may have 

led to deadly consequences in the latest Memory Man thriller in David Baldacci's #1 New York Times bestselling 

series. Amos Decker and his FBI partner Alex Jamison are visiting his hometown of Burlington, Ohio, when he's 

approached by an unfamiliar man. But he instantly recognizes the man's name: Meryl Hawkins. He's the first person 

Decker ever arrested for murder back when he was a young detective. Though a dozen years in prison have left 

Hawkins unrecognizably aged and terminally ill, one thing hasn't changed: He maintains he never committed the 

murders. Could it be possible that Decker made a mistake all those years ago? As he starts digging into the old case, 

Decker finds a startling connection to a new crime that he may be able to prevent, if only he can put the pieces together 

quickly enough... 

Brooks, David – The Second Mountain: The Quest for a Moral Life – Psychology/Self-Help, 
Ethics - In a time when hyperindividualism is the norm, bestselling conservative columnist Brooks presents a 

divergent outlook. Brooks' concept is simple. Most people live life on their first mountain, seeking personal growth and 

success. But attempting to summit the second proverbial mountain by focusing on others instead of ourselves, he 

asserts, will lead us to more fulfilled, joyous lives. Brooks provides historical context for how we strayed from a 

community-focused society to make the drastic leap to hyperindividualism before he delves into the tenets of his 

manifesto. His four commitments include dedication to family, a vocation, a philosophy or religion, and a community. 

His argument can be daunting, partly due to length but also because of the weighty examples Brooks provides--it is 

difficult to picture ourselves striving to live our lives like Martin Luther King Jr. or Mother Theresa. But if readers can 

approach Brooks' core message with an open mind, potentially life-changing lessons can be found in this relevant and 

thought-provoking book. 

Gates, Melinda – The Moment of Lift: How Empowering Women Changes the World – 

Feminism and Equality, Women’s Studies and Human Rights - Philanthropist, mother of three, and wife 

of one of the world's richest men, Gates delivers a thoughtful and empathetic treatise that demonstrates how 

empowering women can change the world and lift families from poverty. Gates's career as a human rights advocate 

began with family planning issues, that is, a women's right to choose when to get pregnant--an unusual stance, she notes, 

for a longtime practicing Catholic. With each chapter, Gates addresses other thorny issues that hold women down: 

unreliable maternal and newborn healthcare ("Forty million women a year give birth without assistance"), lack of access 

to education (both in the U.S. and abroad) and lack of access to contraception, child marriage, sex work, and female 

genital mutilation. Gates writes movingly of other change makers globally, including investor and philanthropist Warren 

Buffett (who, with Bill Gates founded the Giving Pledge organization), Pakistani education-activist and Nobel Peace 

Prize recipient Malala Yousafzai, and Dutch human rights activist Mabel van Oranje, who fights to end child marriage--

and of the pride she feels in instilling these values in her children, who have volunteered in organizations throughout 

Africa. Part memoir, part call to action, Gates's compassionate narrative underscores her determination to leave a 

positive mark on this world. She inspires and emboldens in this eloquently argued work. 

Handler, Chelsea – Life Will Be the Death of Me … and you too! – Chelsea Handler Biography, 
Self-Help Memoir - Handler has become the embodiment of the sort of elitist entitlement that she fears helped 

elect a president she hates. She also seems burdened by what she previously might have considered blessings, living a 

bubblelike existence with assistants to deal with her every command and inconvenience and few significant 

responsibilities. She writes of the anger and emptiness she felt amid a successful life. She had conquered the comedy 

circuit, the TV screen, and the bestseller lists, but it no longer seemed enough. She finally sought therapy.  Handler also 

details the traumas that have shaped her, mainly the death of her brother when she was 9 and, later, the death of each 

parent, whom she had loved with such ambivalence and grieved differently than what she thought was expected. Her 

brother has remained fixed in her memory as the first man who broke her heart, and rather than experience such 

heartbreak again, she has found deeper, more meaningful relationships with her dogs, who provide much of the comic 

relief in the text. An adequate self-help memoir from a woman who wouldn't seem like the type for self-help books.  



Kelly, Martha Hall – Lost Roses – Historical Fiction, 1914-1918 World War Fiction - It is 1914, and 

the world has been on the brink of war so often, many New Yorkers treat the subject with only passing interest. Eliza 

Ferriday is thrilled to be traveling to St. Petersburg with Sofya Streshnayva, a cousin of the Romanovs. The two met 

years ago one summer in Paris and became close confidantes. Now Eliza embarks on the trip of a lifetime, home with 

Sofya to see the splendors of Russia: the church with the interior covered in jeweled mosaics, the Rembrandts at the 

tsar's Winter Palace, the famous ballet. But when Austria declares war on Serbia and Russia's imperial dynasty begins to 

fall, Eliza escapes back to America, while Sofya and her family flee to their country estate. In need of domestic help, 

they hire the local fortune-teller's daughter, Varinka, unknowingly bringing intense danger into their household. On the 

other side of the Atlantic, Eliza is doing her part to help the White Russian families find safety as they escape the 

revolution. But when Sofya's letters suddenly stop coming, she fears the worst for her best friend.  From the turbulent 

streets of St. Petersburg and aristocratic countryside estates to the avenues of Paris where a society of fallen Russian 

émigrés live to the mansions of Long Island, the lives of Eliza, Sofya, and Varinka will intersect in profound ways. In 

her newest powerful tale told through female-driven perspectives, Martha Hall Kelly celebrates the unbreakable bonds 

of women's friendship, especially during the darkest days of history. 

Patterson, James and Paetro, Maxine – The 18
th

 Abduction – “Women’s Murder Club,” 
Suspense/Thriller Fiction - Three female schoolteachers go missing in San Francisco, and Detective Lindsay 

Boxer is on the case-which quickly escalates from missing person to murder. Under pressure at work, Lindsay needs 

support at home. But her husband Joe is drawn into an encounter with a woman who's seen a ghost--a notorious war 

criminal from her Eastern European home country, walking the streets of San Francisco. As Lindsay digs deeper, with 

help from intrepid journalist Cindy Thomas, there are revelations about the victims. The implications are shocking. 

And when Joe's mystery informant disappears, joining the ranks of missing women in grave danger, all evidence points 

to a sordid international crime operation. It will take the combined skills of Lindsay, Joe, and the entire Women's 

Murder Club to protect their city, and themselves, from a monster. 

Rooney, Sally – Normal People – First Love Fiction, Man/Woman Relationship Fiction - Marianne 

and Connell attend the same secondary school in Carricklea, a small town in Sligo, Ireland. The popular Connell, 

captain of the football team and a promising scholar, is the son of a single mother who cleans house for Marianne's 

mother. Marianne, bullied by her financially well-off family, occupies the lowest rung of the school's social ladder but 

outshines all of her peers academically. Though they avoid each other in public, Marianne and Connell share an 

intense emotional bond reinforced by secrecy and sex. Over several years, both will test and undermine this fierce and 

sometimes disturbing attachment. As the intimacy between Marianne and Connell evolves over time, they seem to 

identify and embrace varying degrees of self-worth from their powerful regard for each other, which may depend on a 

mutual acceptance of the social, economic, and emotional inequalities they have at different times embraced and 

exploited at their own and each other's expense. This brilliantly nuanced novel portrays to dazzling effect intelligent 

young adults who negotiate social roles and scenarios reinforcing power structures that, for better or worse, define 

relationships. Marianne and Connell are unforgettable characters, alluring and sympathetic, and Rooney is a formidable 

talent. A major literary achievement. 

Sandford, John – Neon Prey – “Prey novel Series,” Mystery/Detective Fiction - Deese is a New Orleans 

hit man who works mostly for a lawyer and loan shark named Roger Smith. It's worked well through the years, though 

Smith has never known about Deese's propensity for cannibalizing his murder victims. When a burial ground linked to 

Deese is found with several munched-on corpses, U.S. Marshall Lucas Davenport is called to assist the FBI in tracking 

Deese. With the help of federal agents Bob and Rae (a longstanding series joke referencing the comedy duo Bob and 

Ray), Davenport follows the trail to Los Angeles, where Deese has hooked up with a home-invasion crew, who have 

been hugely successful preying on anonymous Southern California multimillionaires. They terrorize but never injure, 

and then walk away with cash, jewelry, and valuable art. It's a good gig. But as soon as Deese shows up, it all goes to 

hell. His violence changes the dynamic and brings law enforcement too close, prompting the crew to head for Las 

Vegas, which is where Lucas, Bob, and Rae close in. The Prey novels are wildly entertaining with their clever plotting, 

mordant humor, and smart-ass dialogue. This one doesn't break the pattern. 

Scottoline, Lisa – Someone Knows – Psychological Fiction, Friendship Secrecy Fiction - Scottoline's 

latest stand-alone domestic drama centers on three people who share a deadly past. In the present, Allie Garvey lies to 

her husband about returning to her suburban Philadelphia hometown to attend the funeral of her first crush. Also 

present are former popular rich kids Sasha and Julian. The narrative quickly heads back to the summer of 1999, when 

the three high-schoolers formed an unlikely group, along with friends Kyle and David. Each teen has his or her own 

personal secrets: Allie's mom has been in a deep depression since Allie's sister died from cystic fibrosis the year before; 

Sasha's jet-setting parents leave her at home alone for weeks at a time; new-kid Kyle and his mom have run away from 

the terrible crimes his father committed in their hometown. But nothing compares to the secret they will carry with 

them for the next 20 years: Who was responsible for the bullet in the gun during their drunken game of Russian 

roulette? Scottoline fills the pages with twists and turns and plenty of skeletons in family closets.  

 


